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EASTER GREETINGS
from His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN
of Moscow and All Russia
to the Heads of Churches and Religious Associations

To His Holiness DIMITRIOS 1,
Archbishop of Constantinople the New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

Your Holiness, Holy Vladyka beloved in the Lord,
In the joy of spiritual cheer and exultation, I send you the holy kiss

of peace and love in our Saviour and address you with the cordial Easter
greeting:

CHRIST IS RISEN!

This sacred and victorious hymn is sung in the heavens olorifyin
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, and in response it is sung by ’tl%e anrthg ;rl:;
the nether world, for our Saviour by His suffering on the Cross, Death
ad Res?rrectlo? b;cra;nplecihd?“g; death and granted us the inexhaustible
spring of immutable hope that He will also raise ST .
(1 Cor. 6. 14). up us by his own power

The bright joy of Christ’s Resurrection is combj i i
hope in the victory of righteousness and light, andnecihizoi?iymi‘:l”atgohm}
everything which nowadays threatens man and all life on Earth ne

May Jesus Christ, Who is the Resurrection and Life (Jn. 1] 25) bl
the further service of Christians and all men of good will 'to the ,oodess;
God’s people and their peacemaking efforts, so that happiness progs er'to
peace and justice might triumph. ’ PR

Radiantly celebrating the salvific Easter of God, we pra -
God, Who rose on the third day, to grant Your Holinesps, ‘thethsel?e?-gb?i
hierarchs, the pious clergy, and the flock entrusted to your wise guidance
good health and prosperity for the sake of the good estate of all the Hoiy:
Orthodox Churches and {fo the glory of the Name of God praised and
worshipped in the Holy Trinity.

With invariable love in the Risen Lord,

PIMEN, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russiq
Easter 1987

Moscow

His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and All Russia sent similar

Easter Qreettngs to the Primates of Orthodox Churches:

His Beatitudle PARTHENIOS I1I, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa:
_ Alexandria

His rﬁf;‘é:}é‘de IGNATIOS 1V, Patriarch of Antioch the Great and All the Easi; Da-

His E,el'?itbli?l?;l DIODOROS 1, Patriarch of the Holy City of Jerusalem and All Palestine:

His Holiness and Beatitude ILIYA 11,

i ‘I}—TI J':"}tskhegrdan\r;i Thilisi; Thilisi

1is Holiness GERMAN, Archhist f 5, M i i or
_ riarch of Serbia; Belgraccltcnﬂop i -

His Beautudq TEOCTIST, Patriarch of All Romania,
' Cappal(l()ma, Metropolitan of Ungro-Walachia,

Ii‘{]_[:i Elu]:;_t_es[ia :\E'IkI(SIM, Patriarch of Bulgaria; Solia

1is Beatitude CHRYSOSTOMOS, Archbishop of New Justinian: i s Wisas:

His Beatitude SERAPHIM, Archbishop of AS‘!GHS and All I'lelldllia}s:; ?»\nl(h ne. NS Hisnsta

His Beatitude VASIL]Y Metropolitan of Warsaw and All Poland: W i

i : ] ars . . Warsaw
His Beatitude DOROTEJ, Metropolitan of Prague and All Czecl1osl::rvs;?k\ia‘
His Beatitude THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of W i
and Canada; New York

Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, Archbishop

ade and Karlovci, Pat-

Locum Tenens of Caesarea in
Archbishop of Bucharest; Bucharest

! Prague
ashington, Metropolitan of All America

His Eminence DAMIANOS, Archbishop of Sinai, Pharan and Raitha; Cairo
His Eminence PAUL, Archbishop of Karelia and All Finland; Kuopio
His Eminence THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Tokyo, Metropolitan of All Japan; Tokyo

His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and All Russia sent Easter
Greetings to:

His Holiness Pope JOHN PAUL II; Vatican City

His Holiness VASKEN I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians; Ech-
miadzin

His Holiness SHENUDA 111, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of St. Mark's See in
All Africa and the Middle East; Cairo

His Holiness Mar IGNATIUS ZAKKA I IWAS, Patriarch of Antioch and All the East;
Damascus

His Holiness Moran Mar BASELIUS Mar THOMA MATTHEWS I, Catholicos of the
East, Metropolitan of Malankara; Kottayam

His Holiness Abuna TEKLE HAIMANOT, Patriarch of the Ethiopian Church; Addis
Ababa

His Holiness Mar DINKHA 1V, Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East

His Beatitude MAXIMOS V, Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, Alexandria and
Jerusalem; Damascus _

His Beatitude NASRALLAN BOUTROS SFEIR, Maronite Patriacrh on Antioch and All
the East; Lebanon ) _

His Grace Dr. ROBERT RUNCIE, Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All England
and Metropolitan; London _

His Grace Dr. EDMOND L. BROWNING, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church in
the USA; New York

His Grace Dr. ANTONIUS JAN GLAZEMAKER, Archbishop of Utrecht, Primate of the
0ld Catholic Church of the Netherlands; Utrecht

Dr. BERTIL WERKSTROM, Archbishop of Uppsala, the Primate of the Church of Swe-
den; Uppsala

Dr. JOHN P\}/pII(S'l'ROIVi, Archbishop of Turku and Finland, Primate of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Finland; Turku

Dr. OLE BERTELSEN, Bishop of Copenhagen, Primafe of Denmark: Copenhagen

The Rev. Dr. EMILIO CASTRO, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches;
Geneva

Bishop Dr. KAROLY TOTH, President of the Christian Peace Conference: Budapest

Dr. JEAN FISCHER, General Secretary of the Conference of European Churches: Geneva

Mr. GERALD GOTTING, Chairman of the Christian Democratic Union of Germany;
Berlin (GDR)

His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and All Russia greeted with
Holy Easter:

Monsignor JULIAN Cardinal VAIVODS, Titular Bishop of Great
Administrator of Riga and Liepaja; Riga

Monsignor LIUDAS POVILONIS, Titular Bishop of Arcavica, Apostolic Administrator
of Kaunas and Vilkaviskis; Kaunas

Archbishop_Dr. ERIK MESTERS, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia; Riga

The Rev. ERIK HIISJARV, Assistant to the Archbishop of the Estonian Evangelical
Lutheran Church; Tallinn

V. E. LOGVINENKO, Chairman of the All-Union Council of the Evangelical Christians-
Baptists; Moscow

Makriana, Apostolic

His Holiness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and All Russia sent Easter
Greetings lo:

The Most Reverend ALIMPIY, the Old Believers Archbishop of Moscow and All Russia;
Moscow
The anst Reverend GENNADIY, A_rchbishop of Novozybkov, Moscow and All Russia of
the Old Orthodox Christian Believers; Novozybkov
. 1. EGOROV, Chairman of the Supreme Old Believers Council in the Lithuanian SSR;
ilnius .
M l\.;]ICHUVANOV, Chairman of the Moscow Transfiguration Community of Old Be-
" lievers; Moscow
F Sht'REUKUSHI(]N, Chairman of the Moscow Community of Christian Old Believers
" "oi the Pomorye Communion; Moscow
I. MIROLYUBOV, Spiritual Mentor of the Grebenshchikovskaya Community of Old Be-
" Jievers in Riga; Riga




Decisions of the Holy Synod

The Holy Synod at its session on March 23,
1987, chaired by the Patriarch,

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Meiro-
politan Filaret of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal
Exarch to the Ukraine, chairman of the liturgical
group of the Holy Synod Commission on the
Preparation for and Celebration of the Millen-
nium of the Baptism of Russ, on liturgical texts
compiled by the group for use at services on
the jubilee days.

RESOLVED: that the liturgical texts presented
by the working group of the jubilee commission
be approved. )

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the. patriarchal parishes in Canada and the

SA.

RESOLVED: (1) that His Grace Bishop Kli-
ment of Serpukhov, Vicar of the Moscow Dioce-
se, be relieved of the administration of the Pat-
riarchal Parishes in Canada and confirmed Ad-
ministrator of the Patriarchal Parishes in the
USA;

(2) that appointed to the post of Administrator
of the Patriarchal Parishes in Canada be His
Grace Bishop Nikolai of Zvenigorod with the
title Bishop of Orekhovo-Zuevo, Vicar of the
Moscow Diocese, and that he be released from
the post of representative of the Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia to the Patriarch of An-
tioch and All the East in Damascus, Syria,

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the Exarchate of Central and South America,

RESOLVED: that in connection with the ter-
mination of the period of his service as Secre-
tary of the Exarchate of Central and South Ame-
rica, Archimandrite Feofan Ashurkov be released
~ from pastoral obedience in Argentina and sent
to the brotherhood of the Trinity-St. Sergiy
Lavra.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the Patriarchal Parishes in Canada,

RESOLVED: (1) that in connection with the
{ermination of the period of his service, Arch-
priest Petr Vlodek be released from pastoral obe-
dience in the Patriarchal Parishes in Canada and
placed at the disposal of His Grace Bishop Var-
laam of Volyn and Rovno;

(2) that Archpriest Mikhail Kit, of the Volyn
Diocese, and Archpriest Boris Udovenko, of the
Kiev Diocese, be placed at the disposal of His
Grace Bishop Nikolai of Orekhove-Zuevo, Ad.
ministrator of the Patriarchal Parishes ip Ca-
nada.

CONSIDERED: the appointment of a bish(}p
to the widowed Diocese of Brussels and Bel-
gium,

RESOLVED: that Archimandrite Simon Ishy.
nin, Dean of the Cathedral of the Exaltation of
the Cross in the city of Pelrozavodsk and Super-
intendent Dean of the Olonets Diocese, he de-
signated Bishop of Brussels and Belgium with
his nomination and consecration to be helqd in
Leningrad

HEARD: The report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, l'ff'ad
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of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the Representation of His Holiness the
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia in New
York, N. Y., USA,

RESOLVED: (1) that in connection with the
termination of the period of his service, Arch-
priest Sergiy Suzdalisev be released from the
post of dean of the Representation of His Holi-
ness the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia in
New York and that he be placed at the disposal
of His Holiness;

(2) that Archpriest Gennadiy Dzichkovsky, of
the Representation, be released from the post of
rector of the Church of All Saints Who Shone
Forth in the Land of Russia in the estate of
Pine Bush, USA, and be appointed dean of the
Representation of His Holiness the Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia in New York:

(3) that Archpriest Vasiliy Zaev, of the Kiev
Diocese, be appointed rector of the Church of
All Saints Who Shone Forth in the Land of
Russia in the estate of Pine Bush, USA:

(4) that in connection with the termination
of the period of his service, Deacon Sergiy Ko-
valevsky be relieved of his duties at the Cathe-
dral of St. Nicholas in New York, N. Y., USA,
and be placed at the disposal of His Grace
;\rcljblshop Maksim of Tula and Belev;

(5) that Deacon Stefan Chizhevsky, of the
Chernovtsy Diocese, be appointed to serve in
the Cathedral of St. Nicholas.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk ang Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the Exarchate of Centra] Europe.
rein%ofLVED}‘i (1) that in connection with his
St Ao the post of rector of the Church of
23 Aleksly, Monument tq Russian Glory, in

oipzig, GDR, Archpriest Mikhail Turchin be
placed at the disposal of His Eminence Metro-
politan Irinei of Vienna and Austria;

%rchhiu;% Lhldced at the disposal of His Grace
Creisnop German of Berlin and Central Euro-
pc‘,\[“?tr"f’mhal Exarch 1o Central Europe:

“: rchpriest Docent Viadimir [vanoy, of the
] O\-HC?“ Theological Academy; ’

Di‘ogzs:[?;ﬂ%t Aleksiy Parfenov, pf the Stavropol

;izgi-{‘i{l_)l?mdm Povny, of the Minsk Diocese.

i * the recommendation by His Eminen-

e Me its 7 e
s:?a.] };H{gwmd“ Filaret of Minsk and Byelorus-

of the Departme P Bx . ch
Pilatica. ‘epartment of External Chur
PLil?}:;ILI}‘{ addressed  tg His Holiness the
“Res

Aiias I’QCH—IIJII'\' recommend to Your Holiness
-\;rtjl‘mua;zdmc_I\'{msiantiu Khomigliur]:a{her Su-
Eliti«ﬁ] Uj .thc Zhirovitsy Monastery of the Dor-
?lpptziu.t] or elevation tn the dignity of bishop and
the 'Minl‘:E”[l)-“’ the vacant seat of the Vicar oI

RESOLVPSCESe With the title ‘of Pinsk'”
Khomich, Fathe that Archimandrite Konstantin
nastery of i} o 5”".‘*?"” of the Zhirovitsy Mo-
o -I-’in\l' \.___1}’- Dormition, he designated Bishop
I'lﬂI'I]iIl?.ll\i;Jll I;L]‘lllti “E the Minsk Diocese, with his
Minsk. tonsecration {o fake place 1P

). i g -

IH(l-r-l\”Rl’([S]l 1;11785('5 to be forwarded forthwith:
solitan File .“ 'eport by His Eminence Metro:
po e dr_fi of Minsk™ and Byelorussia, Hea
ol the Departmeny of External Church Relations:

on the presentation ol His Eminence Metro-
politan Vladimir of Rostov and Novocherkassk,
Patriarchal Exarch to Western Europe, regard-
ing the petition of His Grace Bishop Serafim of
Zurich for a cleric to assist him in his ministry.

RESOLVED: (1) that Hegumen Guriy Shali-
mov be released from the post of rector of the
Church of the Resurrection in Rabat, Morocco,
and sent to the Zurich Vicariate;

(2) that Archimandrite losif Pustoutov, of the
Moscow Diocese, be appointed rector of the
Church of the Resurrection in Rabat, Morocco.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the constituent conierence of the Soviet Cul-
tural Fund, which took place in Moscow on No-
vember 12, 1986, and on the participation in it
of His Grace Archbishop Pitirim of Volokolamsk
(from December 30, 1986, Metropolitan of Vo-
lokolamsk and Yuriev). )

RESOLVED: (1) that the founding of the
Soviet Cultural Fund be welcomed;

(2) that the election of His Emincnce Metro-
politan Pitirim of Volokolamsk and Yuriev to
ihe board of the Soviet Cultural Fund be
ac ledged.
id[f{né);:RD:gthe report by His Emincncg Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the regular session of the Central Committee
of the World Council of Churches, held on
January 16-24, ]987,‘i1'1 Geneva, Switzer]and,
and on the participation in it of the represen-
tatives of the Russian Orthodox Church,

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged; s . :

(2) that noted with satisfaction be the pro-
founder study by the Central Committee of ques-
tions connected with the preparation for the
V11 Assembly of the World Council of Churches
which will be held at the invitation of the mem-
ber-Churches of Australia in  Canberra from
February 3 to 27, 1991, and the formation in
this connection of the planning committee of
ihe assembly of which A. S. Buevsky, Executive
Secretary of the Department of External Church
Relations, will be a member.

(3) that satisfaction be expressed at the adop-
tion by the Central Committee of important and
topical public documents—Statement on Nuclear
Dicarmament and Statement on South Africa;

(4) that noted with gratitude to the Lord God
be the 25th anniversary of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church’s membership in_the World Council
oi Churches and the eifectl_vg*‘mvolvc]_nent of
her n~prcse11tativcs[_i11 the activities of this world

istian organization;
Cll(i’ijtll;ll;t t%c position of the representatives of
the Russian Orthodox Church at the session of
the Central Committecl of the World Council
¢ Churches be approved.
ml(II[;u'I\rI%lE)& t[hce ?e%)orl by His Eminence Metro-
an Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, H(‘a(l
rtment of IFS;;lbcirlm(I: Church REIa}ICtTS
: airman of the Public Commission of the
élfl)t\l.h_(%h([l:nt:z-gl Committee for Contacts with Re-
Jigious Circles for Peace, on the regular ?iellary
cession of the commission held on January 30,
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polit
of the Depa

87. : fenaslsdnad

‘cOLVED: that the report be acknowledged.
ﬁ;%glp\ the report by His Eminence Metro-
pn]il';.n Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of 1}1‘0 Department of External Church Rgalatmns,
on his visit to the USA from February 3 to I,

1987, at the invitation of the Patriarchal Pari-
shes and the US Congress.

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged; .

(2) that deep satisfaction be expressed with
the meetings of Metropolitan Filaret during his
sojourn in the USA with statesmen and reli-
gious and social figures of the United States of
America, as well as with the Secretary-General
of the UN Dr. Perez de Cuellar;

(3) that the significance be noted of the par-
ticipation of the Russian Orthodox Church repre-
sentative in the prayer for peace during the na-
tional breakiast in which the President of the
United States took part.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna,
Chairman of the Religious Section of the Inter-
national Forum “For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free
World, for the Survival of Humanity” which
took place in Moscow on February 14-16, 1987,
on the work of the forum.

RESOLVED: (1) that noted with satisfaction
be the successful results of the Moscow Inter-
national Forum “For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free
World, for the Survival of Humanity”, especial-
ly its religious section in which 215 eminent re-
presentatives of Buddhism, Hinduism, Islani,
Judaism, Shintoism and Christianity, from
56 countries, took part.

(2) that the final document of the religious
section of the forum *“Appeal to Joint Efforts”
as a programme of activity for the good of the
world by religious peacemakers in cooperation
with all men of good will, be approved;

(3) that gratitude be expressed to His Holis
ness Patriarch Pimen for his contribution to
the forum;

(4) that the position at the international fo-
rum of the Russian Orthodox Church delegation
headed by His Eminence Metropolitan Filaret
of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal Exarch to the
Ukraine, be approved;

(5) that gratitude be expressed to His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and
Kolomna, member of the initiative group for the
preparation of the international forum and chair-
man of its religious section, for his zealous
efforts,

(6) that the idea of creating a fund for the
survival of humanity advanced at the forum be
supported; ils task will be the stimulation of the
activities of wide social circles for the solution
of urgent problems of preserving the sacred
giit of life.

(7) that the effective participation of the re-
presentatives of the Russian Orthodox Church
i translating into life the ideas of the interna-
tional forum be considered important,

HEARD: the report by His Grace Archbishop
Kirill of Smolensk and Vyazma on the participa-
tion ol the Russian Orthodox Church delega-
tion, headed by him, in the celebrations for the
60th anniversary of the Patriarchal Parishes in
Finland held on February 17-23, 1987, and on
the blessing of the House of the Moscow Patri-
archate in Helsinki.

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged;

(2) that the 60th anniversary of the blessed
existence of the Patriarchal Parishes in Finlan
be noted with thanksgiving to the Lord God
and the solemn celebrations on the occasion be
welcomed;

(3) that satisfaction be expressed with the

5




meetings of His Grace Archbishop Kirill with
representatives of ecclesiastical circles and go-
vernment officials of Finland during his sojourn
in the country.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Rela-
tions, on his stay in the GDR on March 4-6,
1987, at the invitation of the Christian Demo-
cratic Union and on his participation in the
International Colloquium devoted to the 750th
anniversary of the founding of Berlin.

RESOLVED: (1) that satisfaction be expres-
sed with the participation of His Eminence
Metropolitan Filaret in the International Collo-
quium devoted to the 750th anniversary of the
capital of the GDR;

(2) that the continuous development of ami-
cable relations between the Russian Orthodox
Church and the Christian Democratic Union and
in this connection the signing of an agreement
on cooperation for 1987, be noted with satis-
faction;

(3) that the Chairman of the Christian Demo-
cratic Union, Gerald Gétting, be thanked for
the hospitality and cordiality accorded His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Filaret during his sojourn
in the GDR.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the participation of His Grace Bishop Feofan
of Kashira, Deputy Head of the DECR, in the
General Assembly of the Ecumenical Council of
Cuba and in the consultation of the represen-
tatives of ecumenical couneils in socialist coun-
tries, which took place from March 4 to 11, 1987,
in Havana, Cuba.

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
jedged;

(2) that hope be expressed that the participa-
tion of His Grace Bishop Feofan in the said
events will serve {o promote bilateral coopera-
tion between the Russian Orthodox Church and
the Ecumenical Council of Cuba;

(3) that the President of the Ecumenical
Council of Cuba, Dr. Adolfo Ham, be thanked
for the hospitality and attention accorded the
representative of the Russian Orthodox Church,

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Sergiy of Odessa and Kherson, Chan-
cellor oi the Moscow Patriarchate, on the
sojourn from March 6 to 18, 1987, in the Arab
Republic 0i EEYé’t to attend the enthronization
of His Bealitude Parthenios [II, Pope and
Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa. of the
Russian Orthodox Church delegation, headed by
him, which comprised: His Grace Archbishop Iov
of Zaraisk, Deputy Head of the Departmeni of
External Church Relations; His Grace Bishop
Palladiy of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky, Vicar of {he
Kiev Diocese; Exarch Archpriest Dimitriy Netsve-
taev, Dean of the Russian Orthodox Church pod-
vorye in Alexandria; Deacon Nikolai Pritula
of the Odessa Diocese, and Prof. Boris A. Ne.

Ivubov of the Moscow Theological Academy.

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be i“'-k-ﬂ()\\'-
ledged;

(2) that deep salisiaction be expressed with
the participation of the Russian Orthodox Church
delegation in the enthronization of His Beatity.

de the Primate of the Alexandrian Orthodox
Church; ’

(3) that His Beatitude Pope and Patriarch
Parthenios 111 be thanked cordiallv for the .7‘1-",_
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cious reception and hospitality accorded the en-
voys of the Russian Orthodox Church during
their sojourn within the bounds of the Holy Ale-
xandrian Church;

(4) that His Eminence Archbishop Damianos
of Sinai be thanked for the attention shown the
envoys of the Russian Orthodox Church during
their visit to the Sinai Mountain;

(5) that the contacts made by His Eminence
Metropolitan Sergiy and by the members of the
delegation with His Holiness the Primate of the
Coptic Church, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria,
Shenuda III, and other heads and representati-
ves of non-Orthodox Churches in the Arab Re-
public of Egypt, be noted with satisfaction;

(6) that the attention shown the delegation of
the Moscow Patriarchate by the Governor of
Sinai Selim Medim, and the Governor of Cairo,
Yusef Abu Talef, be noted with gratitude.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal
Exarch to the Ukraine, on the participation of
representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church
in the 5th Conference of the Union of Soviet
Societies for Friendship and Cultural Relations
with Foreign Countries which took place in Mos-
cow on March 12, 1987,

RESOLVED: (1) that the report be acknow-
ledged;

(2) that satisfaction be expressed with the re-
clection of His Eminence Metropolitan Filaret of
1316\-' and Galich and His Eminence Metropolitan
Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna to the Coun-
cil of the Union of ‘Soviet Friendship Societies.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna on
his participation, as a member of the Soviet pub-
lic delegation, in the 4th Vienna Dialogue: In-
ternational Conference for Disarmament and De-
tente, for a World Without Wars and Violence,

which took place on M < i ien-
. Austria.p m March 13-16, 1987, in Vien

i ({{gEcSI;OLV]:D. (1) that the report be acknow-

(2) that the p
Metropolitan Yuv
be considered w
cal contribution

articipation of His Eminence
Ivenaliy in the said conference
1t{h stahtmfaclion as an ecclesiastld'
A v 0 the efforts of men of goo
Will to achieve disarmament and defente peace
without wars and violence. ,

OIIiItI:ARlE): the report by His Eminence Metro:
potian Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head

of the Department of |E t ions
gl the L xternal Church Relations,
\V?rllr(?ldl(l:o{;ifethe Working  Presidium of the

i erence:  “Religions Workers for
éi:lif thc"bacred Gift 0% Life from Nucleal
Table e’ (Moscow 1982), on the Round
Ethical D\I} erence “Common Security and Moral-
at the j Values™ which took place in MoscoW
o th'L '::'k\-ltz?l:on of the Russian Orthodox Church
1987 in Onastery of St. Daniel on March 17-20
derator ?" lich, under the direction of the mo-
polita 13 the conference, His Eminence Metro-
I\Iml‘h"(i'\-‘fmlOS Mar Gregorios of Delhi and the
dia) 100 alankar Orthodox Syrian Church, 11-
B d‘!l‘ rohg_mus' figures took part represenhilg
; ud( lism, II-Imdumm. Islam, Judaism, Sikhismh
and Christianity a5 el i scient[;ats—expef‘j
Asia, Africa, the Middle
South America Eastern aP

from 35 countries
. s of
East, North and
\\-Esiorn Europe.
SSOLVED: (1) ths ing in Mosco
of the 5th Round( 'l!aihdt kg I o
ing Presidium of
with the p

ble Conference by the \\'Drl‘;
tum ob the 1982 World Confeft“"c‘
articipation of theologians and scie?

tists be welcomed; its work was notable for the
profound elaboration of the problems under dis-
cussion as represented in the number of papers
read and reflected in fruitful discussions, which
passed in an atmosphere of traditional brother-
hood and mutual understanding.

(2) that the final documents of the conferen-
ce be approved: the report of the round table
which is a comprehensive and analytical elabo-
ration of the problems of the main theme in three
sections: (a) “Star Wars: a Threat to the
Creation™; (b) “Comprehensive Security: a Just
Peace without Nuclear Weapons™; (c) “Religion
and Nuclear Threat; International Relations and
Morality”, the messages addressed to Mikha-
il S. Gorbachev, General Secretary of the CPSU
Central Committee; Ronald Reagan, President
of the United States of America; the heads of
state of Great Britain, Italy, Belgium, the
Netherlands, FRG, GDR, and CSSR, as well as
the UN Secretary-General, Dr. Perez de Cuellar
in support of the liquidation of medium-range
missiles in Europe; the communique which rei-
lects the regional problems representing a serious
{hreat to international security and world peace;

(3) that satisfaction be expressed that the ma-
ny important ideas of the international forum
“For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free World, for the
Survival of Humanity” (Moscow, February
1987), and of its religious section, which stimu-
lated the discussions at the Round Table Con-
ference, were developed and had a beneficial
cifect on its results;

(4) that the position of the representatives
of the Russian Orthodox Church, who partici-
pated in the 5th Round Table Conference, be
approved.

HEARD: the report by His Eminence Metro-
politan Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head
of the Department of External Church Relations,
on the forthcoming XI Theological Conversations
of representatives of the Russian Orthodox
Church and of the Evangelical Church in Ger-
many (Arnoldshain-XI), which will be held in
Miilheim, FRG, from April 27 to May 6, on the
theme “The Royval Priesthood of the Baptized
and Apostolic Ministry in the Holy Church”,

RESOLVED: that for participation in the
X1 Theological Conversations with representati-
ves of the Evangelical Church in Germany, FRG,
the delegation of the Russian Orthodox Church
be composed of:

(1) His Eminence Metropolitan Filaret of
Minsk and Byelorussia, Head of the De-
partment of External Church Relations
(head of the delegation);

(2) His Grace Archbishop Prof. Mikhail of
Vologda and Veliki Ustyug, lecturer at the
Leningrad Theological Academy;

(3) His Grace Archbishop German of Berlin
and Central Europe, Patriarchal Exarch to
Central Europe;

(4) His Grace Bishop Longin of Diisseldori;

(5) Protopresbyter Prof, Vitaliy Borovoi, De-
puty Head of the DECR, lecturer at the
Moscow Theological Academy;

(6) Archpriest Vladimir Bashkirov, of the Cen-
tral European Exarchale; )

(7) Archpriest Docent Vladimir Ivanov, of the
Moscow Theological Academy; )

(8) Archpriest Prof. Vasiliy Stoikov, of the
Leningrad Theological Academy;

(9) Prof. A. 1. Osipov, of the MTA;

(10) V. A, Chukalov, a senior staff member of
the DECR.

HEARD: the report by Metropolitan Filaret
of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head of the Depart-
ment of External Church Relations, on the par-
ticipation of Metropolitan Pitirim of Voloko-
lamsk and Yuriev, Head of the Publishing De-
partment, and Archbishop German of Berlin and
Central Europe, Patriarchal Exarch to Central
Europe, in the sixth annual ecumenical sympo-
sium for peace on the theme: “A Turn to a New
Thinking”, held on February 3-4, 1987, at the
Theological Faculty of the Humboldt University
in Berlin and timed for the city’s 750th anni-
versary.

RESOLVED: (1) that satisfaction be expres-
sed with the participation of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church representatives in the aforesaid sym-
posium for peace;

(2) that gratitude be expressed to the admi-
nistration of the Theological Faculty of the
Humboldt University in Berlin for the invitation
to attend the symposium and hospitality ac-
corded the Russian Orthodox Church represen-
tatives.

PIMEN, Patriarch of Moscow

and All Russia
MEMBERS OF THE HOLY SYNOD:

FILARET, Mefropolitan of Kiev and Galich,
Patriarchal Exarch to the Ukraine

ALEKSH{;, Melropolitan of Leningrad and Nov-
goro

FILARET, Metropolitan of Minsk and Byelorus-

sia

YUVIENALIY. Metropolitan of Krutitsy and Ko-
omna

MELKHISEDEK, Archbishop of Sverdlovsk and

% RKurgml

IRILL, Archbishop of Smolensk and Vyazma

SEV;i{STIAN, Bishop of Kirovograd andJNiko-
aev

SERGIY, Metropolitan of Odessa and Kherson,
Chancellor of the Moscow Patriarchate

wOE %

At its meeting on March 30, 1987, the Holy
Synod chaired by the Patriarch
HEARD: the report by Metropolitan Filaret
of Minsk and Byelorussia, Head of the Depart-
ment of External Church Relations, on the
Patriarchal Parishes in Canada.
RESOLVED: (1) that Archpriest Nikanor
Shimko be relieved of his pastoral duties in the
Patriarchal Parishes in Canada on the expiery
of his term of duty and be placed at the dis-
posal of Bishop Varlaam of Volyn and Rovno;
(2) that Archpriest Feodor Kobylyatsky, of
the Kiev Diocese, be appointed to serve under
Bishop Nikolai of Orekhovo-Zuevo, Administra-
tor of the Patriarchal Parishes in Canada.
PIMEN, Patriarch of Moscow
and All Russia
MEMBERS OF THE HOLY SYNOD:
FILARET, Metropolitan of Kiev and Galich,
Patriarchal Exarch to the Ukraine
ALEKSIY, Metropolitan of Leningrad and Nov-
gorod
FILARET, Metropolitan of Minsk and Byelorus-

sia

YUVENALILY, Metropolitan of Krutitsy and Ko-
lomna

NIKODIM, Metropolitan of Lvov and Ternopol

KHRISANF, Bishop of Kirov and Slobodskoi

EVSEVIY, Bishop of Alma-Ata and Kazakhstan

SERGIY, Metropolitan of Odessa and Kherson,
Chancellor of the Moscow Patriarchate
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PATRIARCHAL AWARDS

By the ukase of His Holiness Patri-
arch PIMEN of Moscow and All Rus-
sia of March 5, 1987, Archbishop Sera-
pion of Vladimir and Suzdal was de-
corated with the Order of St. Vladimir,
2nd Class, on the 15th anniversary of
his episcopal consecration.

For the Holy Easter of 1987, His Ho-
liness Patriarch PIMEN of Moscow and
All Russia awarded the following dio-
cesan administrators the Order of St

Sergiy of Radonezh, 2nd Class:

— Bishop Isidor of Arkhangelsk and
Murmansk,

— Bishop Amvrosiy of Ivanovo and
Kineshma,

— Bishop Varlaam of Volyn and
Rovno,

— Bishop Sevastian of Kirovograd
and Nikolaev,

— Bishop Damaskin of Mukachevo

and Uzhgorod.

Chronicle

On February 17, 1987, there was a meeting for
peace of the clergy and laity of the Omsk Dio-
cese at the baptismal church of the Omsk Cathe-
dral Church of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
The participants discussed the outcome of the
{nternational Moscow Forum "For a Nuclear-
Weapons-Free World, for the Survival of Hu-
manity’’. The meeting was addressed by Arch-
bishop Feodosiy of Omsk and Tyumen who infor-
med the participants of the work of the forum
and urged them to work for translating into reality
the idea of sefting up a "fund of survival of
mankind" advanced at the forum. Participants in
the debates voiced unanimous support for initia-
tives launched at the forum and passed a resolu-
tion on contributing to the newly established
fund. The local press and radio covered the
meeting.

%o

On February 26, 1987, Orthodox clergy repre-
sentatives of the Riga Diocese led by Metropoli-
tan Leomd_of Riga and Latvia had a meeting
with 2 parficipant in the recent International Fo-
rum For a Nuclear-Weapons-Free World, for the
Survwa_:! of Humanity", Archbishop Erik Mesters,
the Primate of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Latvia. He provided a detailed account of the
Fhrogram_m_e and work of the forum and acquainted
l:’e ﬁamcn?a_nts with the final document adopted
Igrfsl”.s religious section— "Appeal to loint Ef-
ofT?ﬁ meeting took place in the small hall

e new Church of St Gertrude (Lutheran)

and was attended
of St. Gertrude. by the clergy of the Church

Transfigurafion in  Bolshaya Ordynka

buried at the Preobrazhenskoye

On April 5, 1987, Archbishop Kiprian Zernov, Honorary Rector of the ch

Church of the lcon of the Moth Street in Moscow [also  knowe oy the
i o her of God “Consolation of Al the Afflicted" A

su enhy |n|.| e 77th year of his life. On April 8, the funeral servj icted") passed away

same church by Mefropolifan Yuvenaliy of Krutitsy and Kolomna'ce was conducted in the

Cemetery in Moscow, - Archbishop Kiprian was

known as the

B

¢

_ CHURGH LIPS

Services Conducted by His

FEBRUARY

February 15 (2), the Feast of the
Presentation of Our Lord in the Tem-
ple. On the eve, His Holiness Patriarch
Pimen officiated at All-Night Vigil in
the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Epi-
phany, assisted by Archbishop Iov of
Zaraisk.

February 22 (9), the Meat-Fare Sun-
day, of the Last Judgement. On the eve,
His Holiness officiated at All-Night
Vigil in the Patriarchal Cathedral as-
sisted by Archbishop lov of Zaraisk and

Holiness Patriarch PIMEN

Bishop Chrysostomos of Dodona (the
Orthodox Church of Hellas).

At all the services, His Holiness an-
nointed the worshippers with holy oil.

On February 23 (10), Monday of the
Cheese-Fare Week, His Holiness the
Patriarch attended Divine Liturgy in
the Domestic Chapel of the Vladimir
Icon of the Mother of God at the Pa-
triarchate. Before the Liturgy, His Ho-
liness conducted the order of the con-
secration of new antimensia assisted
by Metropolitan Pitirim of Volokolamsk
and Yuriev.

Archimandrite PALLADIY Shiman
Nominated and Consecrated Bishop of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky

On December 30, 1986, by decree of
His Holiness Patriarch Pimen and the
Holy Synod Archimandrite Palladiy,
Assistant Rector of the Odessa Th_eolo-
gical Seminary, was designated Bishop
of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky, Vicar of the
Kiev Diocese.

On February 7, 1987, in the Cathed-
ral Church of St. Vladimir in Kiev, af-
ter All-Night Vigil, the nomination of
Archimandrite Palladiy as Bishop of
Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky was conducted
by Metropolitans—Filaret of Kiev and
Galich, Patriarchal Exarch to the Uk-
raine; Sergiy of Odessa and Kherson,
Chancellor of the Moscow Patriarchate,
and Nikodim of Lvov and Ternopol;
Archbishops—Leontiy of  Simferopol
and the Crimea; Antoniy of Chernigov
and Nezhin; Makariy of Ivano-Fran-
kovsk and Kolomyya, and Agafangel
of Vinnitsa and Bratslav; Bishops—
Varlaam of Volyn and Rovno; Sevas-
tian of Kirovograd and Nil(olaev', and
Antoniy of Chernovtsy and Bu_kovma._

During the nomination Archimandrite
palladiy delivered an address: _

«your Eminences, Your Gr_ace_s, bi-
shops of God, archpastors wise-in-God
a erciful fathers,

n‘quough the will and decree of our

most Holy Father Patriarch Pimen and
the Holy Synod, I, an unworthy one,
am called to the loftiest ministry in
the Church—the episcopacy, the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil.
3. 14). Is it not for me to repeal these
wonderful words of the Apostle of the
Gentiles before you, bishops of Christ?

“Now, as | stand here before the
Face of God as it were, the words of
the Prophet Habakkuk come to mind:
O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and
was afraid (Hab. 3. 2). As before the
burning bush, which was not consu-
med by fire (Exod. 3. 2), my soul
stands in fear, and in much trembling
(1 Cor. 2. 3) before the eternal fire o
grace of the All-Holy Spirit.

“If the life of an ordinary pastor, ac-
cording to St. Isidore of Pelusium, is
‘tested by thousands of eyes and ton-
gues’, then what can be said of the
life and ministry of a bishop? There
are no words in the human language
to express how heavy is the burden
laid on a man by this lofty hierarchal
dignity.

“The episcopal ideal is unattainably
high, as revealed to us by the example
of our Heavenly Chiel Priest and out-
lined in the Book of His Divine Word.

L




Infinitely great and awful is the res-
ponsibility lying on the conscience of a
bishop.

“A bishop of God is the light of the
world (Mt. 5. 14), a lamp placed high
{o illumine the life of the Church, to
enlighten the minds of the faithiul with
the light of truth and the righteousness
of Christ, and with the warmth of
Christ’s love to warm their hearts. He
is a city that is set on a hill (Mt. 5.
14), seen from afar and attracting to
itself wanderers in life, who hope to
repose there on life’s path, to acquire
renewal of strength, relief and consola-
tion amidst the sorrows and misfor-
tunes of life. He is the salt of the earth
(Mt. 5. 13), who preserves the flock
from moral decay. HHe is the Angel
Guardian of the flock who proclaims to
it the will of God and prayerfully in-
tercedes for it before the Throne of
God (Rev. 1. 20). He is the chief priest
offering gifts and sacrifices for sins
of the flock (Heb. 5. 1). The bishop oc-
cupies in the Church the place of the
Apostles, for he is the teacher and gu-
ardian of the flock, whom, according
to the words of St. Gregory of Nazian-
zus, he establishes and regenerates by
preaching the Gospel teaching. A bish-
op is the good shepherd (Jn. 10. 11),
called to love his flock as Christ loved
it. A bishop is a pillar holding up the
whole weight of the service of the
Church, the service of the world and
men. A bishop, according to St. Eph-
raem Syrus, is a marvellous diadem, a
superb adornment of the Church. A bi-
shop is not only a steward of the mys-
teries of God (1. Cor. 4. 1), but one
who makes others capable of sanctify-
ing many. A bishop is the helmsman
of the ecclesiastical ship, sailing the
seas of daily cares and bringing all
those on board to the calm haven of
the Kingdom of Heaven. A bishop, ac-
cording to St. Gregory Dialogos, is
like a pomegranate which under its
single rind holds and guards numerous
seeds, so too a bishop safeguards the
innumerable faithiul in unity with each
other.

“The duty of a bishop, as I see it, is
to nurture in the hearts of pastors love
jor their work, to imbue them with the
ideal of the good shepherd, confirming
the calling to pastoral service as the

highest service demanding seli-denial

and sacrificial love. How much expe-
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rience and prudence, how much zeal a
hierarch of God must possess, in order
to fulfil his archpastoral duty irre-
proachably and worthily! Therefore, I
know that a bishop must have ardent
faith, the unflickeringly burning pray-
erful mood of the spirit, in order not
only to shine, but to warm, revive,
unite, and rally the flock. He must pos-
sess constant zeal for the House of God
and the establishment of the spiritual
life of the flock, in order to attract,
through his zeal, his fellow pastors,
inspire .them by his example, and, with
the zeal of the Prophet Elijah, be con-
cerned about the salvation of the people
entrusted to him. He is the bearer of
the ecclesiastical mood of the flock, the
expresser of its consciousness, the es-
tablisher and guardian of Church life.
From him proceeds every initiative of
the flock, he is the guardian of its mo-
rals and customs; it is his duty to
stand worthily and firmly for the Or-
thodox truth.

“Experience of Church life tells me
that episcopal ministry demands from
its bearer dedication of himself wholly
to the service of the Church, the ser-
vice of one’s country and of the high
goals of human life, A bishop, as an
image of Christ the Redeemer, must
show men the compassionate love of
Christ. The example of the best hier-
archs of the Church of Christ convinces
me of the fact that a bishop must, with
meekness and patience, heal spiritual
ailments .and indifference to the cause
of salvation; to heal not only with
words of admonition, which are light
lcjmd like smoke disperse in airy spaces,

ut above all by the example of per-
tonal, irreproachable life, of zeal of_the
Aalth and of selfless love for God.

bishop must always be prayerfully

concentrated in hj -
i) ed in himself and not absent

‘ “How pure ang bright must be the
Spiritual gaze of 1 bishop to perceive
In time a threatening danger! How much
}r”}l]fld_ojl‘l and care is expected of him!

UE‘-IOFTE ! understand why St. Greg-
ory of Nazianzus said with entire sense
of responsibility; ‘Ap episcopal seat 15
?n\q‘able, but is a dangerous elevation-
tis only now that | begin to under”
stand the words of another great bi°
shop, St. Johp Chrysostom, who say®

that pastorship g higher than fasting

higher than external acts,
martyrdom for life.
“Standing here before you I am fully
aware of the entlire importance of the
obligations laid upon me today and the
great responsibility for their fulfilment,
for I see before me the image of the
Chief Shepherd Christ, a great high
priest (Heb. 4. 14), Who demands high-
est purity from one who accepts and
bears this image. Before my conscious-
ness is the covenant of God in all

that it is

-

physical strength to lift and carry pro-
perly, without tiring and turning back.
the heavy cross of the episcopal minis-
try. My soul is trembling in confusion.
How can I but tremble? For I have to
rise on eagle’s wings above all earthly
things and soar unceasingly in thought
and desire to the Sun of Righteous-
ness, Christ God. I must take lamps in
my hands to illumine the faithful with
the light of Christ. It troubles me whe-
ther I shall be a fit labourer in the

Bishop Palladiy of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky

its power addressed to each archpas-
tor: ‘Find the lost, return those gone
astray, strengthen the weak and supply
the strong.’

«] am confused and alarmed, God-

Lord’s vineyard, unslothful in sowing
the seeds of salutary teaching in the
open hearts of the Church’s children
entrusted to me and giving them to

wise archpastors, when I see clearly in

_ my mind the holiness of the episcopal

dignity. 1 am troubled and tremble for
I do not perceive enough spiritual and

drink from the spring of living water.
Do I have enough spiritual strength to
bear the burden of the episcopal mi-

nistry to the glory of God and the sal-
vation of one’s neighbour? Do I pos-
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sess sufficient pastoral skill to perceive
and heal the soul’'s ailments? Do 1
have at my command enough of the
necessary spiritual means to take up
the ministry awaiting me? Do I have
enough holy courage to intercede, un-
condemned, before the Throne of God
for the sheep in my flock?

“Thinking about all this I go back
in my mind, surveying and living
through the life’s path I have already
fraversed. All my life and service, as
far as I was able considering my weak-
nesses, have been bound up with theolo-
gical schools. Unforgettable for me is
the Minsk Theological Seminary in
which I received my initial theological
education and in which, under the gra-
ce-filled influence of the holy Zhiro-
vitsy Monastery, my heart began f{o
incline towards monasticism. The Mos-
cow Theological Academy became my
higher school of theology and monastic
life. In the great cell of Abba St. Ser-
giy 1 was professed to become one of
his disciples and there too began my
priesthood. T trust in the great lumi-
nary of the land of Russia, St. Sergiy,
that he will continue to pray for me.
I recall the days when Divine Provi-
dence, after I successfully finished my
theological education at the Moscow
Theological Academy and my post-gra-
duate courses, led me to the spiritual
yineyard—the Odessa Theological Semi-
nary. For seventeen years the Lord dec-
reed that I labour in the field of spiri-
tual enlightenment in the seminary
under the omophorion of a wise archpa-
stor, His Eminence Metropolitan Ser-
giy, who led me along the ascending
path, from strength to strength, with
solicitude and paternal love. Divine
Providence found it meet to lead me up
the steps of ecclesiastical and admini-
strative obediences jointly with the dif-
ficult work of education—I was a tea-
cher, secretary of the administrative
board, deputy assistant rector and then
assistant rector of the theological semi-
nary.

“Now it has pleased Divine Provi-
dence that I leave my work at the theo-
jogical school and accept heavenly bles-
sing on a new obedience—in episcopal
dignity.

“Of special joy to me is the divinely
blessed city of Kiev with its abundance
of shrines so dear to each Christian:
shrines with whose salutary grace and
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blessing you, bishops of God, desire to
conduct my episcopal consecration. The
shrines of Kiev, and its heroic past ha-
ve always roused in me a feeling of
deep reverence which is {oday overrid-
den by deep gratitude to God, Who hax=
blessed me to begin my episcopal
ministry among the shrines of Kiev.

“The Divine Light, which was
brought here by St. Andrew the First-
Called, and his prophecy that the glo-
rious city of Kiev would rise here—the
beauty and pride of Russ, the mother of
Russian cities—fill my soul with ten-
derness and spiritual joy.

“Here, pagan Russ was baptized, the
millennium of this great occasion the
Russian Orthodox Church will celeb-
rate solemnly very soon. Here, began
the imbuing, development and streng-
thening of Russia in the Orthodox
Faith, with the assistance especially of
the bishops of Kievan Russ.

“I pray fervently to the Lord God
and His Most Pure Mother to streng-
then my spiritual powers in order that
I may bear the burden of the episcopal
ministry without reproach, zealously
and worthily till my last days. I con-
stantly offer prayers to our Saviour,
Jesus Christ, to make me wiser with
His wisdom, to guide my feet into the
way of peace (Lk. 1. 79), that I may be
vouchsafed the strength of grace of the
HOIY_SP}I‘IL in order to be worthy of
the dignity of bishop always, to contri-
bute consfantly to the great cause of
saving mankind, to promote the good
estate of Christ’s Church, and be of use
to my country. In my prayers 1 meekly
ask our magnanimous Lord, through
the almighty intercession of the Mediat-
ress and Patroness of Christians and
all the saints, to deliver my soul from
indifference and coldness, that 1 might
be able to carry the light of faith, the
Warmth of prayer, and the joy of spiri-
tual communion, {0 people.

Today I raise my inner eye with
special love {o the great host of hea-
venty hierarchs whose incorruptible
relics repose in this God-protected city
of Kiev. Look down upon me from Of
high, comfort e with your prayers
teach me to bear everything with P4
tience and guide my whole life to ac!>
of piety and sacrificial love. Show M
to what pastures | must lead Christs
flocks, whom {0 herd with a whip %
whom with a pipe; how, according

Metropolitan Filaret of Kiev and Galich, Patriarchal Exarch to the Ukraine, felicitating
the newly-consecrated Bishop Palladiy

St. Gregory of Nazianzus, to lift those
grown faint, to raise the fallen, to
return those gone asiray, to find the
lost, and preserve the strong.

“I bend the knee of my soul before
the relics of the Holy Martyr St. Maka-
riy and the Great Martyr St. Varvara,
and turn with heartfelt prayer to all
the saints who shone forth in the land
of Kiev, asking them for their grace-fil-
led, effective, and instructive blessing
upon my consecration to the episcopal
dignily and upon the new ministry
before me of our Holy Russian Ortho-
dox Church, which is getting ready to
celebrate the millennium of her exis-
tence.

“From the depths of my trepidating
heart comes sincere and deep gratitude
to the Primate of our Holy Church—
His Holiness Patriarch Pimen of Mos-
cow and All Russia—the Angel of the
All-Russian Church  and  spiritual
helmsman steering the ship of the
Church along a true course, 1or his pa-
ternal trust in me, for his gracious at-
titude and condescension 1in regard to
my election and consecration as bishop.

“1 am also grateful to His Eminence

Metropolitan Filaret,  Patriarchal
Exarch to the Ukraine, who is seated
upon the oldest throne in the Russian
Church. I thank God that my new epis-
copal obedience will be under the gui-
dance of Your Eminence. I assure you,
dear Vladyka, that I shall be a tireless
assistant to you in all your numerous
labours for the good of the Church and
Motherland.

“With great and sincere feeling of
deep love, cordiality, and heartfelt gra-
titude I turn to my good archpastor, my
solicitous guide and conscientious tea-
cher and mentor—His Eminence Metro-
politan Sergiy. Throughout all the years
of my obedience under you, dear Vla-
dyka, in the sphere of ecclesiastical
education, you have taught me, trans-
mitted your experience and knowledge,
led me up the steps of spiritual per-
fection, conferred upon me awards and
signs of sympathetic hierarchal atten-
tion and kindness, and imbued me with
an understanding of the importance,
responsibility and celestial loftiness of
pastoral service. Having been for a
long time my spiritual guide and soli-
citous archpastor, you will always
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remain for me a bright model of an
indefatigable cultivator of the Divine
Vine and of a lofty, multifaceted and
tireless episcopal activity to the glory
of the Church of Christ, for the benefit
of the people of God, and the triumph
of peace on Earth. My cordial thanks
to you, 'dear Vladyka.

“And you too, bishops of God, pray
for me that the grace of episcopal con-
secration may abide with me constantly,
cleansing and burning away my sins,
teaching and instructing me in what I
should say, wish and do, for the good
of the Church of Christ, for the benefit
of our dear country, for the salvation
of those children of the Church who
will be entrusted to my humble hierar-
chal guidance.

“I believe with all my heart and con-
fess with my lips, that even I, an
unworthy one, will not be deprived,
through the laying-on of your episco-
pal hands, of the almighty grace of
Christ which always heals the infirm
and abundantly fills that which is spiri-
tually lacking. The Holy Spirit, Who
makes the pastors of the Church,
strengthens us in our labours and in
our weaknesses (Acts 20. 28; Rom.
8. 26).

“O Lord, for the sake of Thy nume-
rous people, grant me particular grace,
Make Thy strength perfect in my weak-
ness (2 Cor. 12. 9.). Even so, come,
Lord Jesus (Rev. 22. 20). My heart is
open, my soul is turned to thee, my
whole being awaits Thy call, O Lord!
Come and abide in us and fill us with
the unspeakable gift of grace (2 Cor.
9. 15), which cometh down from the
Father of lights (Jas. 1. 17), to Whom
be glory for ever. Amen.”

* ok g

On February 8, the Sunday of the
Publican and Pharisee, during Divine
Liturgy in the Cathedral Church of
St. Vladimir in Kiev, the venerable
archpastors who presided at the nomi-
nation, solemnized the consecration of
Archimandrite Palladiy as Bishop of
Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky.

At the end of the Liturgy, Metropoli-
tan Filaret of Kiev and "Galich upon
pestowing t!;}e crozier to the newly-con-
secrated Bishop of Pereyaslav-Khmel-
nitsky, Palladiy, said: ~ “your Grace
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Bishop Palladiy,
Christ,

“The hour has come when you too ha-
ve been granted episcopal grace. Now,
by the power and action of the Holy
Spirit, through the laying-on of the
hands of the hierarchs, you have been
clevated to the dignity of bishop, in
order fo feed the church of God, which
He hath purchased with His own blood
(Acts 20. 28). You have been made
bishop in Kiev, in which, through the
will of St. Prince Vladimir, the great
deed of the Baptism of Russ was
accomplished, the millennium of which
event the Russian Orthodox Church is
getting ready to celebrate.

“The Lord brought you to the pastu-
res of the Church as a young man and
for many years you laboured in the
Odessa Theological Seminary, educat-
ing future pastors of the Church, The
Lord granted you to visit Mount Athos
as a pilgrim, to show you with what
acts of piety one must cleanse oneself
from sinful filth. And now, His Holi-
ness Patriarch Pimen and the Holy
Synod have chosen you
ministry.

“In addresses to newly-consecrated
b1§hops it is often mentioned that ele-
ction to the episcopate is made through
the will of the Lord. 1t is actually so
and we bishops should not forget it.
Let us recall how the great Apostle,
St. Paul, was called to the apostolic
SEI_‘VICQ‘_Appeari-ng to him Jesus Christ
said: Rise, and stand upon thy feet: for
I'have appeared unto thee for ihis pur-
;{qse, to make thee ¢ minister and a
}uzmess both of these things which thou
last seen, and of those things in the
?{Ewh‘:’ will appear unto thee (Acts
6{}. 16). And like the Apostle St. Paul,
CIOd chooses each of His minister in the
G reh. The Church is convinced of

;_Itv and bears witness to her convi-
? on in the words of the early prayer
I—[I)r €Piscopal  consecration: ‘O Seer of
Tfaf’fs, grant that Thy servant whom

ou has chosen for the episcopate,
may feed Thy holy flock and minister
as“Thy chief priesf.’

“God’s choice of the bishop does not
exclude his election by the Church, ‘The
one who has beep chosen by all the
people must be made bishop,’ “says St.
H'IJPOIYU{S of Rome. Election testifies
to the will of Goq revealed to the
Church. At the same time it serves as

beloved brother in

for episcopal '

an agreement of the Church to make
bishop one who was elected to the mini-
stry in fulfilment of God’s will.

“In the election both the Divine and
the human wills are revealed. But hu-
man will must bend before Divine Will.
In the Church of Christ there is no
place for the human will independent
of God’s will. That is why Church awa-
reness has resolutely opposed making
a man bishop where human will pre-
dominated.

“The history of the Church is full of
examples where this ecclesiastical prin-
ciple was violated; appointed to mini-
ster in the Church were not those cho-
sen by God, but those who by human
will, in one way or another, were
appointed to ecclesiastical ministry.
Origen sensed tragically the disparity
between what there ought to be in the
Church and what in fact therg was. His
tragedy was increased by the fact that
for him the Church, was practically a
society of saints. He called those ap-
pointed improperly to minister in the
Church hypocrites and pretenders.

“Human will can appoint some per-
sons to pastoral service, but it cannot
make of them true pastors, The dignity
of a bishop is not in himself, but in the
choice of God and the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit sent to him. When an unworthy
person is appointed to minister in the
Church what takes place is not the will
of God, but God’s tolerance.

“Your Grace Bishop Palladiy, we
trust and hope that in your election
and consecration it was not the tole-
rance of God, but His will that was
revealed and that you have received
today the gift of the Holy Spirit. We
bishops should test ourselves oftener,
and ask our consciences oftener, whe-
ther it was by the will of God or His
tolerance that we were appointed to the
lofty ministry.

“Church awareness condemns those
who covet episcopacy and YEt‘the
Apostle St. Paul says: But in all things
approuving ourselves as the ministers of
God, in much patience, in afflictions, in
necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in
r'mpr.-'somnerr.ts. in fumults, in labours,
in watchings, in fastings; by pureness,
by knowledge, by longsuffering, by
kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the
power of God, by the armour of righ-

teousness on the right hand and on the
left (2 Cor. 6. 4-7). A bishop Ileaves
behind his earthly happiness for the
sake of the eternal life of his flock. He
deprives himself of tranquility, becomes
exhausted by labour, and fears neither
men’s slanders nor intrigues of ene-
mies—he does all this not for the sake
of foul gain and profit, but because of
his sense of duty laid upon him by God
Himself Who desires all to be saved.
A good shepherd does not set store by
his health not through carelessness, but
for the sake of fulfilling God’s will.

“We, who have made you bishop,
hope that your wish for episcopal
ministry was to give all of yourself to
the service of the Church and Mother-
land.

“As servants of the Church govern-
ment, bishops bear authority because
without authority the government of
the Church would be impossible. Howe-
ver, authority in the Church must cor-
respond with her nature. In the Church
only an authority of love can exist. It
is not grace of authority that God gives
bishops, but the grace of love and
through it the authority of love. By love
everyone is subject to the bishop and
by love he subjects everyone to him-
self. Just as subjection of all to Christ
takes place through love of Him, so
too subjection of all to the bishop
takes place through his love for all and
their reciprocal love. There cannot be
any other authority in the Church.

“Learn of me: for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls (Mt.” 11. 29), says the
Lord. Christ’s authority in the Church
is one of love, won through His love
for her. The Apostle St. Peter exhorts
all of us bishops thus: Feed the flock
of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint,
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind; neither as being lords
over God’s heritage, but being ensamp-
les to the flock (1 Pet. 5. 2-3). To do-
minate and rule the flock of God means
to enjoy authority not based on love.
Authority of love is sacrificial, the
giving of self to others. Only through
love of Christ can the grace of love be
obtained, in order to give oneself to
the ministry of all. Authority not foun-
ded on love means serving oneself, whe-
reas authority of love ministers to
others. The former dominates, whereas
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